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TDOT officials ask
for scaled-back plans

State: Proj ecfé
are backlogged

‘

ansportation
e asking local -
: scale

" noting that Tennessee is-
. one -of *only five states’
“with 1o “transportation . -
~ debt, 'Schroer ‘added that.
-gasoline ‘taxes. are €x- Mo
pectedtoslideas carsbe-

‘reven

~ The state’s new ap-
proach”toward funding
for local projects comes

- at;the same time “that-
“Metro. officials are try:
: 3ing;to:Secure;fund,ing'for:
* the $174 million- Amp.
. The"city’s initial budget

called for $35 million in

| " state funds, along ‘with
. |" $75million from the fed-:
*| eral -govermment, '$59-..

Organization., " " .
i-". Schroer described the
 initiative’ to, GOV.. Bi

Haslam at a ‘hearing on*

‘| Transportation’s $1.8 bil-

been | lion budget ‘proposal for
Beco-, | ‘mextyear: L
it gak- - |- Schroer said ‘that un-
i Jerry

ue from gas taxes p cted
-and the possible loss of -
* some federal funding for -
_highway maintenance.

‘the; Department of .

less the department
changes its approach, it
could not complete ‘the

projects - officials. .al-
_readyhave committedto

“until 2040. This backlog: " "
has been - building “up -
graduallyasthe state has

completed planning: and:’
_acquired:: - right-of-way
without:having the mon-. -
- ey to start construction.

_""Schroer ‘said he’ has:
uled out ‘issuing bonds,

me.morefuél-efficien

was proposed originally.-

~ “‘Schroer did not'men-
" tion the Amp. Some 0ppo-

nents, including car deal-

er and major Republican |
fundraiser Lee Beaman,

sat: in the audience be-

..eral hind him wearing “Stop

. million from city sources - Amp” stickersas he gave
" and $5 million from the

" ‘Metropolitan _I;_Planning .

his presentation. . :
. Speaking to reporters
afterward, Haslam said

 the ‘backlog shows how
ill © tight

transportation
funding is in Tennessee.
“« “The Amp is.going to
‘have .to-compete with a

lot of other very meces-:

sary projects across the

“state,” he said. *

“ceivefor high
"to expire Sept::30
;. Unless ‘the law. is reau

: thorized, federal fundin

yinced five local govern- '
nts 1o accept-smaller-
; than they.ex-".
e iti“exchange for:
immediate funding.: .- o
Schroer cited - .the .
" West Tennessee' city of
Bolivar, where officials. -
" have agreed to a planfor
a’bypass thatis smaller”: .
than‘ithe ring.road that

" a’hole in the state’s’

- not -expect-Congress, to,

com, or on Twitter @chassisk.
- O

rnext fall. According o’
Schroer, ‘a. federal “law

¢h money' states re-
aysisset™
2014

for highways would fall
by nearly $50 billion,e

“fiscal +ginkhole”*that’
Schroer said would

QA
gh-
waybudget. - . :

Schroer said-he:doés

reach an agreement on’
highway funding before:
money dries up. HE not- -
ed that lawmakers: -had,
been unable to-reach dn . "4
_agreément on sequestra* SN
t‘ion’b'efore‘itbeganearli-_ R
er this year and that :
many memnibers of -Con-
gress “believe ' . states :
should ‘reduce their -de- 5
pendency on the federal ;
government. %

Thé Department of
Transportation is prepar-
ing a second budget; -
Schroer said, on the.as-
sumption that the: bill
will not be reauthorized
in‘time. o T

Reach Chas Sisk at 615-25:
8283 or csisk@tennessean. -, .
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